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At all good Newsagents now….  
Hence only downloadable from lsac.co.uk 
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Buddies 
 
It lays heavily that Pete has retired as 
editor, especially after so many well 
produced editions, but, Pete the Editor has 
now left the building.  
Many thanks to Pete B for such a long term 
with such consistently great copy. 
I can only hope to follow,…, never replace. 
 
The annual dinner is approaching fast and 
there is still some controversy over final  
award decisions, will they or won’t they ?  
Well the only way to make sure you know 
immediately is to be there.  
Time is short, but there are still some 
spaces left. Get ‘em while they’re hot. 
 
Dive trips are about to start for 2008 and 
there are several being organised with 
families in mind. These and others will also 
cater for a full range of diving abilities, so 
there are few excuses for not signing up on 
at least one trip sometime this year.  
Trips are an excellent way to get to know 
the group better and shows the depth of 
commitment many people have to giving 
others a great diving experience, by 
organizing trips and helping to run them.  
Don’t miss out on the offer to join them. 
 
On that note Mike F and others are doing a 
sterling job of making the boats fit for a 
full season of club diving, Cheers Peop’s. 
 
Ed. 

Free 

It should be 

 
If you find that 
something’s 
missing and you 
feel out of 
sorts.  
 
Well, it’s a dive 
with your buddy 
that’s missing.  
 
Get your kit 
together and 
get wet ! 
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Isn’t it amazing what lengths some people will go to try and get their oversized luggage and souvenirs home from a dive trip,  
 
But, isn’t it nice to see that some ladies can have a good night out whilst still remaining quietly reserved. 
 
If you would like to become Miss or Mr Feb., or know someone who should be, then please email me with the photo and a brief description of why 
the person should be a page 3 lovely.   Address         neil-scuba@hotmail.co.uk 
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Well heres to a busy 2008 dive season and social calendar at the club! 
 
First up we have the Annual Dinner Dance on 26th Jan, at Ullesthorpe Court Hotel, always a good fun night,  Last years 
winners were – Neil B (chairmans), Clarke (Silver Dolphin), Fran (Volnay), Kev P (Brian Maton), Ian (Pathfinder) and Richard L 
(Trainee) - good luck to everyone for this years award.  No doubt some dubious photos from the night will be making there 
way into future editions of freeflow. 
 
Vicky has agreed to take on the role of social secretary and will be in contact soon looking for ideas and help so please be 
prepared to get stuck in and help out. 
 
Nigel has recently held a couple of 2008 dive trip evenings, the calendar is filling up fast but there are still weekends where 
the boats are available so get booking.  Lets hope for some better weather this year though. 
 
Thanks to Mike F and his band of volunteers for all their hard work on the boats so far over the winter period, getting them 
ready for a busy dive season. 
 
Fran has a number of instructor nights planned over the next few Tuesdays, following that I will once again be organising 
interest night talks – so if you’ve been diving anywhere interesting lately please come and tell the club about it. 
 
Pool – the pool is available to members from 9 – 10 so please come and make use of it.  Kit and instructors are normally going 
spare so get practising those skills or maybe try some new advanced ones under the guidance of  more experienced divers. 
 
Pub gossip – want to know the latest LSAC pub gossip?  Then make sure you come along and join us for a pint after the pool 
session, we now congregate at the The Greyhound Inn (in the town centre). 
 
Regards 
Chairman Roj  scubaroj@tiscali.co.uk. 
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Freeflow January – 2008 – D.O.s Bit 
 
Happy New Year to you all. 
 
The usual hardy members amongst us have continued diving in Stoney throughout the winter, keeping dive fit and training.  Whilst perhaps the more 
sensible have done some armchair diving. If you don’t mind the low temperature, now is the best time in Stoney with excellent visibility. 
 
Now is also the time for getting all the kit serviced. 
Suits and cylinders are not usually a problem. If your suit leaks you repair it, if your cylinder is out of test, you can’t get it filled, but don’t forget tour 
reg. With no trips for a month, it’s a good time to get it serviced. 
 
The dive trip calendar is gradually filling up with plenty of trips specifically designed for Ocean Divers. If you are on your way to completing your 
Ocean Diver training, or have started the Sports Diver course, you need get booked on one. 
Brixham and Plymouth are both good venues for first sea dives, and there is some excellent diving, including wrecks at both. 
Book as soon as you can so that we can ensure we have enough instructors and experienced divers on each trip. 
 
A small group of us have started work on specifying and costing the replacement for Lucky Dip. Once we have  completed this exercise, we will be 
making a presentation to the Club’s members. 
 
In the meantime work is well underway getting both boats ready for the new season. Lucky Dip has been completely rewired which has solved most of 
the problems, which we were experiencing last year. 
 
We already have a number of courses organised for this year. Boat Handling at the end of February, (1 place available), VHF/GMDSS within the next 
month (let me know if you are interested) and Diver Cox toward the end of the year. Speak to Fran or myself regarding these courses, or any others you 
would like to see arranged. 
We can also give you any information about courses run by the West Midlands Coaching Scheme. 
 
Finally, the upgraded Oxygen Administration Kits are now in use. They are virtually the same as far as operation is concerned, but it would be a good 
idea to take a few minutes to have a look at them before going on the next trip. 
I will bring them along to the Club for everyone to ‘play’ with within the next couple of weeks. 
 

Nigel 
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This is an area which may be expectedly empty as the season has only just began, but 
we have been told that at least one club member has so much available dosh that they 
can feed their dry suits to their pet. However we’re not sure this is acceptable to 
animal rights organisations.  
 

            And Kit up Gossip 
 

A good Gossip-dob comes from some PADI divers (non-club) who, with the visibility at the cove as good as it is 
now (some 10+m), managed to separate on a 25minute dive and surface some 50m either side of the Staingarth 
(E-W). Having then regrouped over the Staingarth they re-submerged and continued their dive to surface again, 
amazingly, one at the cut-away and one at the bus stop. Adding to the fun was the retina-searing fact of their 
strobes resembled light-houses. 
 
If you hear of an interesting event on a dive pass it on to Fran, who will be all ears. 

 (Legal notice – A straight face is not guaranteed in conjunction with this offer) 
 

Treasurer’s bit 
 
The current diving Stats and those for the end of 2007 are under lock and key.  
If you want to see Ian reveal what he’s got get a ticket for the club dinner. 

 



Page 7  Jan 2008 

Dive Trips - 
2008           

           
Date Destination Organiser Advanced Diver Instructor Diver Cox Towing Qualification Club Boats Accomodation Est. Cost 

           
9-10/01/08 Plymouth Neil C. Pete B n/a n/a n/a SD n/a Inn TBA 

           
23-24/01/08 Boat Handling Nigel Nigel  Nigel + Nigel + Nigel + n/a Both Hotel TBA 

 Plymouth          
           

21-30/03/08 Loch Fyne Neil C. Nigel  n/a Nigel  Nigel  OD Both TBA TBA 
 (Easter)          
           

12-13/04/08 Elk - Plymouth Fran,Mary Fran n/a Fran + TBA NAS Approved Both TBA TBA 
  Pete H.         
           

26-27/04/08 Plymouth Fran Fran n/a Fran + TBA TBA Both TBA TBA 
           

3-10/05/08 Red Sea Mike F. Roger n/a n/a n/a Sports Charter Liveaboard 915 
           

24-25/05/08 Brixham Fran Fran Fran + Fran + TBA Ocean Both + Camping TBA 
        Shore   
           

5-12/07/08 Norway Nigel Nigel n/a n/a n/a Dive Leader Charter Liveaboard 600 + 
           

26-27/07/08 Farne Islands Neil C. Fran n/a Fran TBA OD Both TBA TBA 
           

16-25/08/08 Farne Islands Mike F. TBA n/a TBA TBA TBA Both TBA TBA 
           

6-7/09/08 Brixham Fran Fran Fran + Fran + TBA Ocean Both TBA TBA 
           

8-9/11/08 Diver Cox. Fran Fran Fran, Pete W. Fran,Pete W. Pete + Boat Handler Both TBA TBA 
 Portsmouth          

 
This is how the Dive trip chart looked at the beginning of January. If there is a trip you like – book onto it. If there isn’t a trip to where 
you fancy diving, then raise the topic at the meetings and see if it can be organised with you, with club help.  

 


