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Buddies 
 
Too late for entries for the various club 
awards, with the Annual Dinner Dance this 
coming weekend the awards are already 
engraved awaiting their new recipient.  
 
This month we see the first of a new 
regular item “My Favourite Dive”, so if 
you wish to tell us about that special place, 
wreck, moment when you were in heaven 
under the water, then put pen to paper let 
me have some copy. (or preferably in 
electronic form) 
 
Next month we will have a “Stats Special” 
with Ian giving a review of last years dives 
that were undertaken by club members. 
 
Well I shall be at the Dinner Dance this 
weekend so will be open to be plied with 
alcohol, so as to keep you off page 3. No 
doubt there will be lots of new candidates 
originating from the dance. 
 
Ed. 

A lovely shot taken from below by Phil Turney of what looks 
like a Lions Mane Jelly fish. Nearly made it to the front cover 
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It’s not my place to pass comments about the goings on with the club, only to report the fact that there is more than one gay in the village. 
 
If you would like to become Miss or Mr Feb. or know someone who should be, then please email me with the photo and a brief description of why 
the person should be a page 3 lovely. pete.barnard@power.alstom.com 



 

Kit for Sale 
 
Diving Officers Bit 
 
From:Julie Betteridge [mailto:julie.betteridge@mira.co.uk]  
Sent: 24 November 2006 13:50 
To:  
Subject: RE: DIVE EQUIPMENT 
 
 
 
The equipment that remains for sale is as follows 
 
Hydrotech drysuit black & pink  5' 7"  size 6 boots £150.00 (womens) 
 
Hydrotech drysuit black & green 5' 10" size 10/11 boots £150.00 (mens) 
 
Mans Hydrotech undersuit (black)  £25.00 
 
 Aladdin Pro dive computer  £50.00 
 
Dacor pony cylinder and regs (used twice)  £100.00 
 
Both dry suits need new neck seals as they have been stored on hangers and perished, 
apart from that they are in excellent condition. 
 
  
Regards 
 
Julie



 
 
 
Happy New Year. 
 
Well here’s to another busy, safe diving year at Lutterworth SAC. 
 
There are already a number of trips booked, but there is still plenty of room left 
on the boat booking calendar so get planning (Nigel will be running two dive 
trip planning nights in the near future – please see below). 
 
The Tuesday Night Calendar (including training, interest nights, etc ) is almost 
complete and will be uploaded onto the website soon. 
 
I am hoping to be able to start getting the website updated soon, so please 
send in photos (particularly for the rogues gallery, etc).  Any ideas, suggestions 
greatly appreciated. 
 
Annual Dinner Dance, just a reminder its on this Saturday (13th Jan) in the Blaby 
suite, 7 for 7.30 pm start.  As in previous years we would be grateful if 
members would bring along a wrapped gift to donate to the raffle. 
 
If you have over indulged this Christmas, the pools available as normal for you 
to burn off those excess pounds, I know I need it!! 
 
What’s On 

9/1 - Tuesday Nights – General Discussion 
Saturday 13/1 – Annual Dinner Dance 
16/1 - UK Winter Diving (Basic tips and practices) – Roger 
23/1 - From Film to Digital SLR photography – Phil T. 
30/1 - Dive Trip Planning – Nigel 
6/2 - Dive Trip Planning – Nigel 
13/2 -  
20/2 - South China Seas – Alex 
27/2 - Red Sea 2007 – Roger/Kev 
6/3 - Boat Troubleshooting - Nigel 

 
I’m on the look out for anyone willing to give an interest night talk in the New 
Year, don’t be shy, if your interested please email me on scubaroj@tiscali.co.uk.  
  



My Favourite Dive – UK wreck dive choice this month “The Moldavia” laying 26 miles off 
Littlehampton on the South Coast this P&O Liner is not for the faint hearted. 
 
It’s always a difficult choice to decide what your favourite dive might be. This dilemma is 
compounded the more dives you do and the different places you go. It’s almost impossible to 
compare scenic dives in the UK with the med or coral reef, big fish dives with shallow the list is 
never ending.  
 
I’ve decided to try and narrow things down a bit by picking my favourite UK wreck dive. This still 
makes for a difficult choice when you look at the wonderful heritage of wrecks we have around the 
UK. From Scapa Flow to the West Coast of Scotland through to the hundreds of war losses, the UK 
waters still have a massive number of sites to choose from. 
 
No two days are the same on a wreck and a grey day sat on a boat in a force six can be more of a 
trial than something we do for fun. To me a great dive has all those factors together, of brilliant 
sunny weather, married with a flat calm mirror like sea and superb visibility, even before you get 
down to the wreck site. 
 
My Favourite wreck dive would have to be my trip to the Moldavia in 2001. I was diving with a 
mix of guys from my old club and some others looking for more adventurous places to go. We all 
had Nitrox tickets so we could do extended range diving and accelerated decompression. The trip 
was planned for late September with fingers crossed for good weather. The Moldavia is a 
significant dive and we planned to do two days build-up and practice at Newhaven the two days 
prior. Inland sites are okay for checking kit and depth but are no real substitute for current and 
rocking boats. We had a pleasant time in Newhaven but the weather was a little blowy which meant 
we were pitched around a lot on the Offshore 105 we were chartered and the viz was around 5m so 
we were sharpened up and got our sea legs for the weekend.  
 
We moved B&B along to Littlehampton and got all our kit and bottles ready for the next three days 
planned diving. We were scheduled to dive on Deep Space 9 (I kid you not !) a large cat run by Phil 
Childs. The boat had the advantages of great bench space and speed for travelling out to the 
Moldavia. Next day the weather was absolutely superb and as the boat pulled out of the mouth of 
the river and away from land the water was mirror flat calm. We then sat and watched as the 
horizon gradually disappeared. Eventually there was nothing but sea all around us, which is a little 
disconcerting the first time. After about four hours steam we got out to the shipping lanes where the 
wreck sits. 
 
The water was flat calm and we got ready to dive. Once we hit the water I realised the visibility was 
superb. The wreck sits upright and has strong currents that give it a clear blue visibility. Once down 
the bottom of the shot line I looked out across the wreck. The first glimpse of the hull, which lay on 
its starboard side, revealed the rows and rows of portholes that seemed to run the whole length of 
the liner. The interruption of a gangway hatch in the open position, but lying horizontally, aroused 
curiosity. Further towards the stern we found a tall tube rising at least six metres from the general 
level of the hull. Fining closer we could make this out to be one of the deck guns that had been 
added to the liner once it had been pressed into service to become a merchant cruiser when theses 
4.7inch guns were added. We then dropped down to 46m to what was once a horizontal deck, but 
was now in the vertical plane. Such a deep wreck in such a vast expanse of relatively featureless 
Channel seabed made this a Mecca to the fish life.  
 
While our attentions focused on the stern section, other areas of interest include forward of the ship. 
Here the Moldavia is more damaged and collapsed, though the bow still holds its original form 



bring reminding us of the history behind the wreck and the last resting place it is for fifty-six 
American troops when the torpedo hit. It was on the night of May 3rd 1918 when UB-57 made its 
daring attack up the channel from Flanders.  
 
The wreck is a war grave and nothing was touched. The portholes are a constant amazement and we 
finned between them, most with glass in looking through them. Some of them were open and could 
be moved backwards and forwards.  
 
We then ascended back up the shot line to the awaiting trapeze, which was cast off by the last 
buddy pair and carried out our decompressions stops before rising to the surface and hot drinks. As 
each pair returned to the boat there was universal amazement at the dive we had just had. It my log 
book it simply says, “wow!” and I haven’t added much since. We went back the next day before 
being blown out on the third planned day and I’ve been back once since but the dives have never 
been as perfect as that first day. 
 
Well such a difficult choice. I could have done the Brummer in Scapa or the time I did the Hispania 
on an early morning spring tide, so maybe a top ten favourite list next time! 
 

 
 
About the Moldavia : 
 
9505-ton P&O liner, built Greenock 1903. Commandeered by government as armed merchant 
cruiser 1915. 520ft x 58ft. 340hp triple-expansion engines. Armed: Eight 6in guns. Cargo: 900 US 
troops, Halifax, Nova Scotia, for London. Position: 50 23.13N; 00 28.72W. Depth: 45m. 
Sunk: 23 May, 1918, by one torpedo from UB-57 (Oberleutnant Johann Lohs). 57 US soldiers 
killed. 
 
Diving: On port side, least depth 28m at stern. Two guns there point towards the surface. Much 
decking in place at stern on vertical drop to sand and shingle. Other guns amidships in wreckage 
where torpedo struck. More damage forward. Bow intact. Many of 1000 portholes still in place. 
Propellers and condensers salvaged. Viz very good.  
 
 



Estartit October 2006 
 
Visiting Estartit was a return visit to me. We, as a family, had visited back in 1962 – when I was a very little boy! 
Last time we had driven down and accommodation was camping. I don’t remember much, but there are pictures of a 
little boy playing on the beach with the islands (Illes Medes) as the backdrop. Last time there were two families, 
this time there were many people, 13 LSAC members, their families and yet more ‘friends’ of LSAC – a total of 28 
people of which 16 were divers. We also found a couple more LSAC members (Pete Woodcock & Helen Atkinson 
lurking about – though they couldn’t have been diving ‘cos I haven’t had and marshal sheets from them yet!). The 
transport used this time was a combination of cars, planes and trains – and the accommodation was apartments. All 
this, and the diving, being co-ordinated by Fran – and a fine job she did. Mum and I chose to travel by plane and 
hire a car at the airport – this, we thought being the quickest and least stressful method. The trip down went well 
with all the arrangement working well and we arrived in Estartit in good time and heard stories of ‘wacky races’ on 
the motorway around Paris – for more details see Steve and he will tell you stories of rolling roadblocks, near 
misses and ‘interesting’ driving. 
The apartments were on the sea front and although basic they were spacious, with plenty of room for ‘box storage 

and 
the 
dining 
room 
could 
be 

‘adapted’ to play with the boxes or cameras (we mostly ate out!). 



On the first night we all* met up at Harveys 
and soon were tucking into food washed down 
with some liquids (non-alcoholic of course!!) 
*Samara Turney and the girls were still 
travelling – being collected from the train by 
Phil, so it was not quite ‘all’. 
The food and drink seemed to liven Fran up who 
then seemed to enjoy a new sport of hitting 
‘little girl’ with the fly swats which someone had 
left lying about. You just can’t take some people 
anywhere can you!  



Of course the main point of the trip was to do some diving! Mostly 
the diving was on the islands just offshore (see chart à) and also 
the mainland just 
North of the town. 
We were diving with 
Calypso Diving and 
their boat (à) would 
pick us up at the 
landing stage (â) 
which was just the 
other side of the 
harbour from the 
apartments. 

 
The trip to the islands 
took about 10 minutes – 
just enough time to get 
prepared.  The first dive 
was at ‘Dofi Nord’ (arrowed on the chart) and that comprised of 
tunnel(s) swim-throughs and there was plenty of wildlife (fish, soft 
corals etc) to see. Returning to the boat and up the back ladder(s) and 
all too soon we were returning to the harbour. 

Apartmen

Landing Stage 



After the first dive the ‘normal’ dive kit could be stored under the 
fore-deck of the boat so all you had to do was take your empty 
bottle off the boat and put it in the van for filling. Those of us 
with rebreathers had to take them off the boat, but they could be 
left in the van between the dives on a day. 
 
After the first dive of the day there was plenty of time for a good 
surface interval. You could eat, visit the town or simply relax and 
catch some sunshine. 

 
 
 
 
 
This is Lucy (Also know as Tigger Bear) showing 
how to pass down a pony bottle – I’m guessing 
Steve was in the hold – he normally was the one 
who ‘volunteered’ for this duty. 
 



I was most impressed by the number of sea scorpion fish I saw, But there was a great number of interesting 
things: from tiny Gobies 

to Moray eels (but the vis wasn’t great that day). 



The soft corals were 
particularly 
colourful,  
 
 
 
And I was drawn to 
this ‘Dalmatian’ 
nudibranch (I should 
learn the proper 
names!) 
 

 
 
The behaviour of 
these fish was 
fascinating, forming 
a ball of fish well 
above the seabed 
and then suddenly 
swarming down and 
foraging around 
these rocks. 



The non-divers also took up the 
opportunity to get out on the water 
and this group went out on the ‘big 
yellow glass bottomed boat – which 
explores the coast and the islands  
 
 

 
 
The boat seemed to get 
good and close to some of 
the lumps of rock, but they 
all reported having a good 
time – but didn’t see much 
through the glass 
bottomed bit! 
 
 
(All pictures courtesy of 
my Mum!) 
 

 



Thursday morning was very strange, we looked out 
of the window of the apartment and there was little 
wind… but there were big waves crashing in on the 
beach. It was obvious that if we got out it would not 
be comfortable diving! The decision was eventually 
made and diving was off. (I’ve been ‘blown out’ 
before – but never ‘waved out!).  

Anyway we 
took the 
opportunity 
and went 
‘body 
surfing’ in 
the breakers! (Poor pic – doesn’t reflect the power of the waves – but the 
best I took!) Most people were in their drysuits – some of us hardy 
(foolish) people were in just swimming costumes – but Fran was at it again, 
last seen forcing a fully dressed young lady into the surf with all the body 
surfers! (John – did your daughter recover from this treatment?) 
 
A day off from diving gave us an opportunity to go and visit some local 
attractions, Neil & Su Calver joined Mum and myself looking at some 
ancient ruins (not my cup of tea!0 and also visiting a Dali museum. 
 
And this is one of Dali’s ‘elephants’ in the garden.



All too soon the week of diving was over, kit was hung out to dry 
and Harveys was the venue for the final meal. 
 
The days and dives all blur into each other but the statistics show 
that we did a total of 122 dives. The longest dive was 67 minutes 
(Clive Macro), the deepest 33.1m (Ian Jennings). Just for once 
Fran didn’t top the ‘time underwater’ chart, this honour was taken 
by Clive Macro, Gary 2nd, Kev 3rd and Fran a lowly 4th! 
 
The journey home… Well it started well for us, we got to the 
airport in plenty of time, into the departure lounge and then waited 
for the flight. Conditions weren’t great – we couldn’t see the 
runway due to fog, but it slowly cleared and we were glad to see 
flights arriving. However with 3 of their planes already arrived 
Ryanair decided to cancel our flight! So we queued to get out of the departure lounge, queued to get out luggage 
back, queued (for 3 hours) to find out how they were going to get us home. What was offered to us was a flight 
late that day to Dublin followed by a flight to Stansted the following day. We eventually got home about 30 hours 
after we should have done, much slower than everyone else including the people driving! I’m still trying to get 
compensation from Ryanair for my out of pocket expenses (but I am not holding my breath!). Suffice to say that I 
am unimpressed by Ryanair’s customer service when things go wrong – fine if it all works out (like the trip down). 
First time flying with them – probably the last! 
 
Ignoring the trip home, a great holiday, thanks to Fran and Steve for arranging everything, Phil for taking my ‘kit 
down there and Kev for bringing it back. 

Ian Jennings 



 

2007

2006 January February March April May June July August September October November December

Saturday 1 1 Saturday
Sunday 1 1 2 2 Sunday
Monday 1 2 2 3 1 3 Monday
Tuesday 2 3 1 3 4 2 4 Tuesday
Wednesday 3 4 2 4 1 5 3 5 Wednesday
Thursday 4 1 1 5 Loch Fyne 3 5 Lym 2 6 4 1 6 Thursday
Friday 5 2 2 6 4 1 6 3 7 5 2 7 Friday
Saturday 6 3 3 7 5 2 7 4 8 6 3 8 Saturday
Sunday 7 4 4 8 6 3 8 5 9 7 4 9 Sunday
Monday 8 5 5 9 7 4 9 6 10 8 5 10 Monday
Tuesday 9 6 6 10 8 5 10 7 11 9 6 11 Tuesday
Wednesday 10 7 7 11 9 6 11 8 12 10 7 12 Wednesday
Thursday 11 8 8 12 10 7 12 9 13 11 8 13 Thursday
Friday 12 9 9 13 11 8 Farnes 13 10 14 12 9 14 Friday
Saturday 13 10 10 14 12 9 14 11 15 13 10 15 Saturday
Sunday 14 11 11 15 13 10 15 12 16 14 11 16 Sunday
Monday 15 12 12 16 14 11 16 13 17 15 12 17 Monday
Tuesday 16 13 13 17 15 12 17 14 18 16 13 18 Tuesday
Wednesday 17 14 14 18 16 13 18 15 19 17 14 19 Wednesday
Thursday 18 15 15 19 17 14 19 16 20 18 15 20 Thursday
Friday 19 16 16 20 18 15 20 17 21 19 16 21 Friday
Saturday 20 17 17 21 19 16 21 Baltimore 18 22 20 17 22 Saturday
Sunday 21 18 18 22 20 17 22 19 23 21 18 23 Sunday
Monday 22 19 19 23 21 18 23 20 24 22 19 24 Monday
Tuesday 23 20 20 24 22 19 24 21 25 23 20 25 Tuesday
Wednesday 24 21 21 25 23 20 25 22 26 24 21 26 Wednesday
Thursday 25 22 22 26 24 21 26 23 27 25 22 27 Thursday
Friday 26 23 23 27 25 22 27 24 28 26 23 28 Friday
Saturday 27 24 24 Red Sea 28 26 23 28 25 29 27 24 29 Saturday
Sunday 28 25 25 29 27 24 29 26 30 28 25 30 Sunday
Monday 29 26 26 30 28 25 30 27 29 26 31 Monday
Tuesday 30 27 27  29 26 31 28 30 27 Tuesday
Wednesday 31 28 28 30 27 29 31 28 Wednesday
Thursday 29 31 28 30 29 Thursday
Friday 30 29 31 30 Friday
Saturday 31 30 Saturday
Sunday Sunday

Springs Neaps Non Club Boat trips Lucky Dip Reserved Lucky not available
Skinny Dip Reserved Skinny Dip not available


